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SASSBBEODDSDS AS 
To 

The moſt High and mighty 

 eMONA R CH. 
CHARLES the IL 


May it Pleaſe your moſt Ex- - 


cellent Majeſty, 


LI Aving fome years ſince 
+4 4 (with ſo great boldneſs) 
_ _ preſumed to preſent this 
| unworthy Treatiſe to your'moſt 
Sacred ©; AFESTY.the which 
having received, not onely your 
Majeſties pardon,but Favour and 
Countenance ; I am incouraged 
| to renew ut again with the 
a 3 ſatisfaction, 


/ OOO 


—_ 


ſatisfaction to have had thoughts, 
ſutable to your Majeſtes inclina- 
tions,as appears by your Majeſties 
gratious approbation of many 
particulars contained in\it; By 
which great ſucceſs Lam 1imbold> | 
ned, once again humbly to crave | 
your Majeſtes favorable.;Partion 
and protection; hayingno greater 
ambition than, The onely being, | 


our Majeſties moft Loh 
faithful Subjedt and 


Servant, © 


SAMUEL FORTRET, 


— —— NN — 


| SAADASS SAG 
To the Reader, 


Have been often aſhamed at my own confi- 

[] dence; in giving to any ſo much trouble, or 
[oſs of time, as the reading this undeſerving 
| paper. But it having been firſt Publiſhed in the 
gear 1663. when my zeale to the Publick,, more 

' than my ability prevailed with me, to venture 

| the hazzard of ſuch an Undertaking; And ſince 

| finding my Endeavour more acceptable,than I had 

| reaſontoexped, and no more Copies remaining 

| whereby to gratifie ſuch friends as ſeemed very 

| deſirons of them : I have again renewed them 

' |, - without any alteration; That it may appear, how 
' | many things have hapned ſince, according to my 
' | wiſh; and how my mean thoughts have found con- 
currence, in the worthieſt Councils. And if my 
endeavours herein have been any wayes ſucceſſe- 
full, or —_ to any, IT have attained the 

| end I aimed at, 
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WADS > nc > 


Sam, Fortrey. 
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INTEREST 


AND 
IMPROVEMENT. 


NGLANDS Intereſt and Improvement 
conſiſts chiefly in the increaſe of ſtore 
and trade. 

Store comprehendeth all ſuch commodi-0ffore 
ties, as either the ſoil, or people of this nati-;, "ou 
on are capable to produce, which are either 
uſefull at home, or valuable abroad. 

Trade isthe means, by which a nation may 

rocure what they want from abroad, and 
vent to the beſt advantage, what ever may be 
ſpared of their own increaſe at home. 

Of ſtore there are properly two ſorts,natu- 
ral and artificial. 

Our natural ſtore may alſo be divided in- 
to three parts. 

Firſt, the annual increaſe of the ſoil, which 
conſiſts chiefly in corn of all ſorts, and all the 
belt ſorts of cattel. 

_ Secondly, the product of our Mines, of 
| B lead, 
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' lead, tin, iron, coal, allum, and the like. 


Thirdly, the great plenty of fiſh our ſeas 
naturally afford, of which we might reap un- 
known advantages, were our fiſhing trade 
rightly improved. 

Our Artificial ſtore conſiſts in the manufa- 
ure and Induſtry of the people, of which the 


chiefeſt in this nation are the manufactures of 


woollen clothes, and all other ſorts of woollen 
ſtuffs, linen cloth, (ilk, ſtuffs, ribbandings, 
ſtockings, laces, and the like. 

In trade there may be likewiſe faid to be 
two kinds, | 

The one, trade at home, one with another : 
the other, our trade, or trafhck abroad with 
ſtrangers. | 

And in each of theſe particulars, by the 
bounty of nature and'divine providence, this 
nation doth not onely equal any neighbour 
countrey, but far excels all in the moſt profit- 
able advantages. 

France xs, Gr to be a nation, rich, popu- 


trade of Jous and plentifull ; and this onely by the 1n- 
France. 


creaſe of 1ts ownſtore, raiſed both by the fruit 


of the ſoil, and induſtry of the people; confiſt- - 
ing in corn, wine, and many ſorts of fruits, and - 


great manufaCtures of all ſorts of filks, linen 
clothes, laces, and many other rich commodi- 
ties, which do not onely ſtore them at home, 
with what they need, but by the overplus 7s 

vides 
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vides for all things elſe, they neceſſarily want 
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from abroad ; with plenty of money to boot. 
Holland hath not much of its own ſtore, 
eſpecially not anſwerable to ſupply the wants of the 
of that nation;and yet by their induſtrious di- 1/75 9, 
ligence 1n trade, they are not onely furniſhed 
with whatſoever the world affords and they 
want, but by the profit of their trade they ex- 
cel in plenty and riches, all their neighbour 
nations. 
Two things therefore appear to be chiefly Riches & 


' People ne- 
necellary, to make a nation great, and power- ceſſery = 


full;which is to be rich,and populous;and this increaſe 


the great- 


. nation enjoying together all thoſe advantages... 


with part whereof onely, others grow great power of 
and flouriſhing 3 and withall, a Prince, who © 
above all things delights -and glories 1 his 
peoples happineſs: this nation can expect no 
leſs then to become the moſt great, and flour- 
1{hing of all others. 

But private advantages are often imped1- oe preje- 
ments of publick profit for in what any fingle 777 
perſon ſhall be a loſer, there, endeavours will tereſts of- 


be made to hinder the publick gain, from 


+ whence proceeds the ill ſucces that commonly advan- 


attends the endeavours for publick good); for 9 
commonly it is but coldly profecuted, becauſe 
the benefit may poſhbly be ſomething remote 
from them that promote it ; but the miſchief 
known and certain tothem that oppoſe 1t:and 

B 2 Intereſt 
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tron. 


How to 
rmncreaſe 
t he people "30 
of this na-of foreign countreys,under ſuch reſtrictions as 


Intereſt more than reaſon commonly {ways 
moſt mens affeCtions. 

Whereby it may appear, how neceſlary it is 
that the - publick profits ſhould be in a ſingle 
power to direct, whoſe Intereſt 1s onely the 
benefit of the whole. 

The greateſt thing therefore that any Prince 
can aim at, is to make his dominions rich and 
populous,and by what means it may be effett- 
ed in this nation, beyond all neighbour coun- 
treys,I ſhall endeavor to tc <7 People 
and plenty are commonly the begetters the 
one of the other, if rightly ordered. 

And firſt, to 7 the people of this na- 
tion, permiſſion would be given to all people 


the ſtate ſhall think fit, freely to inhabit and 
reſide within this kingdom, with liberty to 
buy or ſell lands or goods,to import or export 
any commodities, with the like priviledge and 
freedom that Ergliſh men have. 

This would quickly increaſe the number of 
our people,and multiply our riches : for thoſe 
people that would come from other countries {| 
to inhabit here, would alſo bring their riches + | 
with them, which if they laid out in the pur- 
chaſing of eſtates, or improvement of our 
trade,or were onely their perſons rightly em- 
ployed, it might very much increaſe, both the 


riches and power of this nation. 


But 
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But it may be demanded why we ſhould #yforei- 
expe that people ſhould leave their own na-j;,..,. 
tive contreys to come and inhabit here, when bait here 
they enjoy already as many priviledges as 
here are offered them. | 

| Theſe reaſons may be given, 

Firſt, that this countrey in it ſelf 1s as plea-77 67 
ſant, or more pleaſant, healtnfull, fruitful and /*4/m- 
temperate then any other. 

Secondly, that our laws, government, and rhe ſecond 
diſpoſition of the people, I may fay, are not'* 
onely as good, but much better then any o0- 
ther, for the eaſe, quiet, peace and ſecurity 
of a people. | 

Thirdly,if our trade and manufactures were 7 third 
but improved to that advantage, as they are!*/n. 
capable of,there would be no countrey in the 
world, where induſtrious people might im- 
prove their eſtates, and grow more rich, then 


in this; and the hope of gain commonly bears 


. fo you a {way amongſt men, that it is alone 


ſufficient to prevail with moſt. 
. Fourthly, this being the moſt eminent and Tv fourth 
intire countrey of all others, that profeſs the'*%* 


' Proteſtant Religion (which profeſſion is very 


numerous in moſt of the other countreys of 
Europe, but many of them under conſtraint 
and danger, and the free liberty of mens con- 
ſciences with ſecurity to their perſons, being 
above all things moſt defireable) it cannot be 
B 3 doubted 
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doubted, or denied (were thoſe impediments 
removed, thatnow may hinder )but we might 
be ſufficiently ſtored with wealthy and indu- 
ſtrious people, from a!l parts of Exrope. 
And were there not {o many divine reafons 
ReaſMs to prefer the Proteſtant Religian betore all-0- 
ewrne 
the ad. thers, As being doubtleſs above all the moſt 
= n 4s free from vain and ſuperſtitious belets and ce- 
of this  Femonies, being the onely model of true piety 
= and vertue, without thoſe allays of pretended 
profer- plous evils, that ſome abound with;contriving 
ring the by murder, treaſon and miſchief, to advance 
= ze their opinions : I ſay, 1f there were not theſe 
lizimn only reaſons for 1t, but that the Proteſtant Religion 
wanted this unvaluable worth,to prefer it be- 
fore others, and ſuppoſe 1t onely equal with 
the reſtzyet in humane prudence it 1s moſt eli- 
gible, and to be preferred by the Prince of 
this nation before all others. 
The fiſt Firſt, becauſe thereby, he remains the onely 
7faſm. Supreme,under God, in theſe dominions; and 
controllable by none : whereby his power in 
government is much confirmed, and the peace 
of his people ſecured; when if it were other- 
wile (as1n ſome 1t 1s) that mens conſciences 
were at the diſpoſe of others; who uſe their 
power onely to the advancement of their own 
wealth,pride & greatneſs; it cannot be avoid- 
ed, but that the Princes Intereſt and theirs ma 
often ditter;zwhich can never happen but tothe 


Princes 


and 1mprovement. 
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Princes great hazard, and peoples ruine z of 
which truth, there have been already too ma- 

ny fad examples in this kingdom ; ſoasT con- 

cetve,there needs little more to be ſaid toper- 

ſwade a Prince, to prefer his own peace, ſecu- 

_ rity and freedom, above the perſwafions of 
any,that onely ſeek their own private Intereſt 

and advantage. 


Secondly, for the Prince of this nation, to The ſecond 
profeſs the reformed Proteſtant Religion, is a'*4"- 


matter of greateſt policy & prudence, for the 
advance of his own power and greatneſs: For 
2s it is ſaid before, conſidering how deſireable 
the countrey is 1n it ſelf, and the only chief'in 
Europe of this protefſion 3 and the hazardous 
and dangerous condition of thofe in other 
countries,6 the power that the perſwaſions of 
mens conſciences have to: prevail with them, 
he may always be aſſured of this, that where 
any of this profeſſion in other countreys, ſhall 
happen to be perſecuted or injured by a ſtron- 
ger party ofa contrary belief, their refuge will 
certainly be to him, either to be received as his 
Subjedts in his own countrey, or elſe to offer 
their ſervice to help him to become Lord of 
their own;or otherwiſe, ifquarrelsor differen- 
ces ſhould happen to ariſe between this Prince 
and the Prince of any other neighbour coun- 
trey, ifthey ſhould make war upon him, he 
would be aſſured of friends abroad to help to 
B 4 divert 
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divert them, or if he ſhould find it fitting to 
attach others, he cannot want confederates 
and afliſtants in the proſecution of his deſign, 
eſpecially if there be any thing of pretence of 
Religion in the caſe: which is ſeldom wanting, 
where it is any ways ſerviceable to advance a 


deſign. 


But by the way it 15 to be obſerved, that as - 


this may be of certain advantage to this Prince 
againſt others, ſo would it be of like miſchief 
to himſelf or worſe, ſhould he ſuffer the Inter- 
eſt of any other Prince to have the like advan- 
tage againſt him ; and in this kind there 1s bur 
one profeſſion which is ſo conſiderable, either 
amongſt our ſelves at home,or in countreys a- 
broad, that is worthy the taking notice of,and 
it is ſo Catholick as ſhall not need to name it, 
And though Chriſtjans qught not to perſe- 
The dcn- cate one another,and that onely for ſmall dif- 
err for eff rences in opimon, when what 1s right or 
of t:i5na- wrong, for the moſt part remains a'doubt and 
p2on to 10: uncertain whil it the evils are onely;certain 
erate any . 
aber Re- that ſuch diſputes produce, 
jim. And asit may be truly ſaid, Morality may be 
ſhort of true Religion, yet it is moſt. certain, 
that no Religion can be pure that wants true 
morality ; I ſhall onely therefore make this 
ſhort obſervation, That that Religion which 
ſhall endeavour to advance it ſelf by all immo- 
ral and wicked ways and means, muſt needs be 
n 
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in that particular much defective. And though 
this be commonly practiſed by molt, yet cer- 

poger 1s greater from that whoſe 
profeſt 4 e it is, than. from ſuch others, 
who (though often guilty) yet wholly dif- 
own it, And what Prince, or ſtate is likely to 
eſcape miſchief, or be ſecure ; when opportu- 
nity is offered to thoſe, who by ties of conſci- 
ence areobliged to ruine itz and have Intereſt 
and ſubtilty enough to contrive the ſame? all 
which being rightly weighed and conſidered, 
it is evident, how perilous, and deſperate a 


thing 1t might prove, 1t it were onely on ac- 


count of policy, and ſelt-preſervation, for a 


' Prince to admit or countenance ſuch things, 


which have not the leaſt ſhew or appearance 
of good, or advantage, but in all likelihood, 
of moſt certain hazard and ruine, both to 
Himſelf. and State. 

But granting what is ſaid to be true, yet 
what can be obje&ed againſt the countenan- 
cing, or at leaſt toleration of all ſuch other 
ſorts of Chriſtian profeſſions, who pretend 


they have not the will, nor probably can have 
. the power, to contrive or att any thing conlt- 


derable 'to the damage, or diſquiet of the 
Prince or State. 

It may be anſwered, that the toleration of 
all ſuch 1n it ſelf doth not appear altogether 


ſo dangerous to the Prince, or Sate : But if 
the 
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nature of man be rightly conſidered, together 
with the common zeal in matters of Religion, 
you ſhall finde, that commonly things of the 
ſmalleſt conſequence make the greateſt diffe- 
rences: and, as the ſame faith and belief, doth 


very much increaſe love and affeftion, ſo con- | 


trariwiſe difference in opinitons,do only beget 
& engender contempt, & animoſities towards 
one another 3 by which means the Prince ſhall 
at no time be citherquiet,or ſecure.For ſhould 
the Prince ſuffer all indifferently,and not elect 
ſome one which ſhould always be countenan- 
ced; and maintained as the chief, and moſt uni- 


verſal profeſſion of his kingdom : the confuſi- | 


ons would be ſo great,and the Princes Intereſt 
ſo ſmall amongſt them,for want ofany depen- 
dency on him; that a kingdom ſo devided 
againſt 1t ſelf, could not ſtand 

And on the other fide, ſhould the Prince 
firſt ſettle a government in the Church, as it is 
at this day, and then give toleration to all 0- 
thers:;the miſchievous conſequence would not 
be much leſs : for firſt, all ſuch as would with- 
draw, would not without gradging pay their 


dues to Parſons, from whom they recerve no , 


recompence, nay rather, whom they contemn 
and hate. 

Secondly,upon all invaſions from abroad,or 
rebellions at home, the Prince ſhall be ſure to 


have all ſuch for his enemies, as {hall be ſo to- * 


lerated. | Firſt, 
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Firſt, becauſe of their certain hatred tothe 
preſent Church-government : by which they 
conceive, that they receive many injuries,and 
oppreſiions. 

Secondly, in hope every one to advance 
their own party, could they remove the pow- 
erin being;each imagining their own opinion 
as the moſt worthy, would firſt take place. 

And laſtly, where ſuch advantages are of- 


| fered, to {trengthen any diſcontented party, 


no Prince can hope, or expect to be long quiet 
or ſecure. 

Theſe miſchiefs and inconveniences, having 
of long time been ſo obvious, it hath been 
thought by ſome, that a ſtrictuniformity in 
Church-government; is the onely means to 
prevent all the aforeſaid inconveniences. 

[ conceive it cannot well be denied, but then 
care would be taken, that what is ſo impoſed, 


| beonely ſuch things as are barely neceſlary 


and ſuch as may agree beſt with the quiet and 
preſervation of the State. And 1n this alſo 
good regard would be had, to the moſt ſober 
way of the ſame profeſſion in other countreys; 
which would much advance the defign afore- 
ſaid, and in all likelihood would preſerve the 
Princes power more entire, and his people in 
greater fidelity, love and peace. 

But to return to the cauſe that firſt moved 
this diſcourſe, as a means to mv ltiply "_ 
an 
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© andenrichthekingdom, it may be objedted ; 
0bje&ims - Firſt, that it doth not appear that people 


againſt 


the ways Are wanting, but rather that we have already 


and too many, if we conſider the number of poor 


ip people that are found-in every place; and it 


people. might be prudence, firſt, to employ theſe, be- 
fore we endeavour to multiply more. 

' Secondly, that to give the like liberty and 
pniviledge to foreiners, that Emgliſh-men have, 
might be a means to undo the natives; for fo- 
reiners by their Correſpondents abroad, and 
induſtry at home, will gain all the trade to 
themſelves, and allo by purchaſing of eſtates, 
will make our land much the dearer. 


_ The 0hje- It 1s anſwered fir{tIt is true conſidering our 


—_ 4” preſent condition, how trade 1s decayed, and 
the little encouragement people have to in- 
dultry,we have already more people then are 
well employed ; but I conceive, it is ſo much 
the greater damage to the Prince, to have his 
people both few-and poor; but if the manufa- 
ures and other profitable employments of 
this nation, were rightly improved and en- 


couraged, there 1s no doubt but the people, ' 


and riches of the kingdom might be greatly 
increaſed and multiplied, both to the profit, 
and honour of the Prince. 

Secondly,that any Engliſhman, of the like 
ingenuity as a ſtranger, will have the like ad- 
vantage of trade,as any {tranger can have, as 
to 


— 
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and purchaſe fo dear from abroad : fgr,many 
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to the exportation or importation of any com- 
modities, for they may have their correſpon- 


- dents abroad as well as the other: yet, ſuppoſe _ 


they could not,it would beno damage to the 
kingdom, but an advantage,if the Subjects by 
this means be more plentifully and cheaply 


; provided with all forein commodities,& may 


gain a better price,and vent for their own,and 
the number and Intereſts that can pretend to 
ſuffer hereby,are ſo few,& inconſiderable that 
it bears no proportion with the advantage. 
And further, by this liberty to foreiners, we 
ſhould quicklyattain to the perfeftion of thoſe 
manufactures, which now we fo highly value 


of the beſt Artiſts of other count! 
doubt in ſhort time would be tranſporte 


ther, perhaps noleſs tothe benefit of this na- 


tion, then the like encouragement hath been 
in former times, by the. improvement of our 
art of clothing ; and by which practice. the 
Hollander at this day reaps unknown advanta- 


 ges. Andas for railing the price and value of 


our lands,or of any thing elſe that is our own 3 


'- It 1s of ſogreat an advantage, that it might be 


wiſhed, nothing were cheap amongſt us but 
onely money. 


But to proceed in order,and firſt of our na- of as 
FUr at JIIre 


tural ſtore,and annual increaſe of the ſoil, the 


annual profit and increaſe of the ſoil of this 
kingdom, 


= 
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kingdom, confiſts chiefly-1n corn of all forts, 
flax, hemp, hops, wooll, and many more fuch 
hike; and alſo the belt forts of cattel, as bul- 
locks, horſe and ſheep; and the greater our in- 
creaſe 1s of any of theſe commodities, the rich- 
er may we be; for,money, and all forein com- 
modities that come hither, are onely bought 
by the exchange of our own commodities; 
wherefore by how much our own ſtore doth 
exceed thoſe neceſlaries we want from abroad, 
by ſo much will the plenty of money be in- 
creaſed —___ us. 


Our care ſhould therefore be to increaſe 


Thoſe 

hin : 
be chief chiefly thoſe things which are of leaſt charge 
mcreaſed at home,and greateſt value abroad; and cattel 


IDat are 


raiſed a, Ay, Þe of far greater advantage to us, then 
leaft *corncan be, 1f we might make the beſt profit 


charee. 


ind... Of them: for that the profit we can make of 
are 


efzreat- any corn by exportation, is much hindred by 


;- woo the plenty that neighbour countreys afford of 


that commodity, as good or better than we 
have any. Wherefore, could we employ our 
lands to any thing of more worth, we could 
not want plenty of corn, though we had none 
of our own:for what we ſhould increaſe inthe 
room of it, of greater value by exportation, 
would not onely bring us home as much corn 
' as that land would have yeelded, but plenty 
of money to boot. 
Of cattel, the moſt conſiderable are horſe, 
{heep, 
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ſheep, and bullocks, mm all which we do not 


 onely excel in goodneſs all other countreys, 
'- whereby wecan veittthe profits of them at far 


oreater rates, but we may alſo by our ſingular 
advantage, in the increaſe of thoſe cattel, have 
the ſole trade, being able ſo far to exceed our 
own wants, as tofurniſh all our neighbours, 
who muſt be torced to good rates, no other 
countrey affording the like for goodneſs, or 
ſcarce ſufficient for their own uſe. 

And might we freely have the liberty to ex- 
port them, or ſo much of them as may be fit- 


ting,we ſhould need no laws to hinder the ex- 


portation of corn, for we ſhould find thereby 
a profit, ſo far exceeding that which might be 
raiſed out of every acre,that we might better 
afford togiveafar greater priceto buy it,than 
we can now fell it tor. For the profit of one 
acre of paſture,in the fleſh, hide and tallow of 
an Ox ;or in the fleſh, wooll and tallow of a 
ſheep; or in the carcale of a horſe, is of (6 
much greatervalue abroad than the like yield 
of the earth would be in corn; that the expor- 
tations of this nation might be at lealt double 
to what it s,if rightly diſpoſed. Wherefore it 
1sto be wiſhed, that the Supreme power would 
ſo far tender the publick good, in which it is 


{ſo much concerned, as to remove all impedi- 


ments, and promote all endeavours, which 


tend to ſo great and publick an advantage. 
The 
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The tmpe- 


ments of 


this im- 
prove- 
ment. 


How tn 
Yemove 


them, and 


firft by 


mcliſure. 


The d:; mM- 


age that 
happens 
or want 


of incl»- 


b 


.» 


The greateſt impediments 1n this Improve- 
ment are chiefly theſe. 

Firſt, men cannot make the beſt of their own 
la1 ds. 

Secondly, when they have, they cannot 
fell the increaſe of it to the beſt advantage. 
And theſe may be thus amended. 

Firſt, by a liberty for every man to enjoy his 


greateſt Improvments this nation 1s capable 
ofztor want whereof, we find by daily expert- 
ence, that the profit of a great part of the 
land and ſtock in this kingdom,' as now im- 
ployed, is wholly loſt. And this appears, in 
that the land of the common fields, almoſt in 
all places of this nation, with all the advanta- 
ges that —_— unto them, will not let for 
above one third part ſo much as the ſame land 
would do incloſ-d,and always ſeveral. And on 
the great Commons,a houſe with commoning 
wil notlet for one quarter ſo much,as1t would 
dgjwere its proportion ſeveral unto it. And all 
this by reaſon of the many ſeveral Intereſts : 
whence 1t 1s, that men cannot agree to employ 
it toits properelſt uſe, and beſt advantage : 
whereby much land 1s tilled with great la- 
bour, and ſmall profit, and much land fed 
to the ſtarving of the cattel,and the impover- 
ihing the inhabitants 3 to the increaſe of no- 
thing but beggery in this nationzall whichin- 
conveni- 


lands in ſeveralty: and incloſure ; one of the ' 
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' this opmion,that incloſure would convert the ' 


. have been of greater advantage to the land- 
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conveniences, would by incloſure be pre- 


vented. | | 
But it may be objected, that many other in- 0he&ims 

conveniences would happen by incloſurezand j11,Gres. 

chiefly, it would cauſe great depopulations 

and ſcarcity of corn,as hath been conceived by 

former Parliaments ; which appears by their 


oppoſing, rather than advancing of it; upon 


land to paſture ; one hundred acres of which, 

will ſcarce maintain a ſhepherd and his dog, . 

which now maintains many families, employ- 

ed intillage ; and by experience it is found, 

that many towns, which when their lands were 

in tillage had many famihes, now they are in- ' 
cloſed, have not ſo many inhabitants in them. 

To this I anſwer, 

Firſt, that Incloſures would not have been The oe- 
oppoſed, had it not appeared, that moſt land- —__ 
lords endeavoured it; which is a greater argu- 
ment of Improvement : for, did not the Jang 
lord rappoſ it would improve his land to# 
higher value, he would never have been per- 
ſwaded to do it; and the reaſon why it would 


lord, 1s, becauſe the tenant could make more 
profit of it,or elſe we ſhould not finde them ſo 
greedy after paſture, at ſo high a rate, when 
they may have arable enough for half the va- 
lue; and this proves incloſure is profitable, 

C ſince 
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ſince the ſame land is thereby raiſed to a far ' 
greater value. 
Secondly, as for Corn, it would be nothing | 
the ſcarcer by incloſure, but the rather more 
plentifull, though a great deal leſs land were | 
tilled:for then every ingenious husband would | 
onely plow that land that he found moſt fit- | 
| 


ting for it, and that no longer than he found it | 


. ableto bring him profit:ſo as he would out of | 


one acre, raiſe more corn than in the common - | 
field can be raiſed of two, whereby one acre | 


' would be ſaved for other uſes, beſides the char- : 


| 
| 
ges of mens and cattels labours; whereas in | 
the common fields, where the tenant doth not | 
low, the profit of the land is loſt ; whereby 
he is forced to a continual plowing,though to | 
the ruine and damage both of the land, and of | 
himſelf: ſo as that land, labour, and charge is 
loſt, which otherwiſe: might be imployed, to 
the profit and advantage of the kingdom. 
Thirdly,as to depopulations by incloſures, 
nting 1t bags omega cannot well be 
enied, How increaſe and plenty can depopu- 
late, cannot well be conceived : nor ſurely do 
any imagine that the people which lived in 
thoſe towns they call depopulated, were all | 


deſtroyed, becauſe they lived no longer there; | 
when indeed they were onely removed to | 
other places, where they might better benefit 
themſelves, and profit the publick 


Certainly 
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© Certainly they might as well think the na- 
tion undone,ſhould they obſerve how London 


{ . isdepopulatedin a long vacation, when men 


are only retired into the countrey,about their 
private and neceſſary employments; and the 


like might they think of the countrey in the 


Term time, yet a man 1s not thereby added, 
or diminiſhed to the nation. 

Fourthly, as many or more families may 
be maintained and employed, in the manufa- 
ure. of the-wooll that may ariſe out of one 
hundred acres of paſture, than can be employ- 


_ edin a far greater quantity of arable; who 


perhaps do not always finde it moſt conveni- 


;" ent forthemto live, juſt on the place where 
'the wooll growethz by which means cities and 


great towns are peopled, nothing to the pre- 
judice of the kingdom. | 
Wherefore then if by incloſure the land it 
ſelf is raiſed to a greater value,and a leſs quan- 
tity capable of a greater increaſe, and if really 
it cauſeth nodepopulations, . but at moſt a re- 
moval of people thence; where without be- 
nefit to the publick, or. profit to themſelves, 


| they labored and toiled,to.a more convemient 


habitation, where they might with leſs pajns 
greatly advantage both : And if the, manufa- 
es and other profitable employments of 
this nation are increaſed, by adding thereto 
ſuch numbers of people, who formerly ſerved 
C 2 onely 
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Of our 
fiſtnng- 


trade. 


onely to waſte,not to increaſe the {tore of the 
nation,it cannot be denied, but the encourage- 
ment of incloſure,where every mans juſt right 
may be preſerved, would infinitely conduceto 
the increaſe and plenty of this nation, and is 
a thing very worthy the countenance and care 
of a Parliament. 

In the next place, the product of our Mines 
of lead, tin, iron, coals, allum, and the like, 
may alſo be accounted amongſt the annual 1n- 
creaſe of the ſoil, and the produ@ of theſe are 


onely obtained by the labour and induſtry of 


the people, and arc very ſerviceable at home 
and | me abroad ; and therefore the in- 
creaſe of them doth very well deſerveall juſt 
encouragement. 

Laſtly, the great plenty of fiſh our ſeas na- 
turally afford may be accounted among[t our 
other annual increaſes, and the profit of theſe 
onely depend on peoples labour, and that in 
ſuch a kinde as it doth not onely increaſe the 
plenty and wealth of the kingdom, but alſo 
may be very ſerviceable to preſerve and in- 
creaſe the honour and ſafety of our nation, by 
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increaſing our ſhipping ; eſpecially if ſome - 


courle were taken to prevent others from rob- 


bing us of ſo great a treaſure,and therefore ve- ! 


ry worthy of the publick care to maintain and 
incourage 3 but the concernment of this 1s al- 
ready ſo well known to every one to be fo 
great, 
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great, as 1t not needfull to diſcourſe it fur- 


| © ther. 
In the next place, our manufactures are to of ,w 
be conſidered, on which chietty depends both j1-m9«- 


the wealth and proſperity of this kingdom;for 
by the. increaſe and encouragement thereof, 
the Subjeds are employed 1n honeſt and indu- 
{triouscallings, maintained and preſerved from 
want,and thoſe miſchicts which commonly at- 
tend 1dleneſs : the people furniſhed at home 
with all things both of neceſfity and pleaſure; 
and by. the overplus procure from abroad, 
what ever for uſe or delight 1s wanting. 

The chief manufactures amongſt us at'this 
day, are onely woollen clothes, woollen (tuff, 
of all ſorts, ſtockings, ribbandings, and per- 
haps ſome few (ilk ſtuffs, and ſome other ſmall 
things, ſcarce worth the naming 3 and theſe 


already named ſo decayed and adultera- g,,,,,. 
ted, that they are almoſt out of eſteem both atfaures 


home and abroad. 


grown into ſo great eſteem amongſt us, as we/"* 
wholly undervalue and neglect the uſe of our 


. own, whereby that great expence of treaſure, 


that is yearly waſted in clothing, furnitures, 


and the like; redounds chiefly to the profit of 


ltrangers, and to the ruine of his Majeſties 
Subjects. | 

And this will more plainly appear,it we exa- 

| 3 mine 


k ; -* decayed. 
And this, becauſe forein commodities areTte rea-} 
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mine the vaſt ſums of money the Frezch yearly 
delude us of; either by ſuch commodiries as 
we may as well have of our own, or elſe by | 
ſuch others, as- we might as well in great part | 
be without : whereby no doubt our treaſure 
will be ſoon exhauſted, and the people ruined, 

_ asthis particular may make appear, which not | 

long fince was delivered in to the —__ of | 
France, upona deſign he had to have forbid- | 
den the trade between France and England ; | 
ſuppoſing the value of Engliſh commodinies | 
| ſent into France, did ſurmount the value of | 
thoſe that were tranſported hither. | | 

Acata- T+ Thereis tranſported out of France into : 
logue of England, great quantities of velvets plainand 
Fren®®. wrought, fattins plain and wrought, cloth of | 
ties earlygold and (tlver, Armoyſins and other merchan- | 
rr-"/port- difes of ilk, which are.made at Lions, and are | 
England, Valued to be yearly worth one hundred and | 
| fifty thouſand pounds. 

2. In ilk, ſtuffs, taffeties, poudeſoys, ar- 
moylſins, clothes of gold and filver, tabbies, | 
plain and wrought, filk-ribbands and other | 
ſuch like filk tat as are made at Toxrs, valued | 
to be worth above three hundred thouſand ' 
pounds by year. 

' 3. Infilk ribbands,gallowns, laces, and but- 
tons of filk, which are made at Paris, Rowen, 
Chaimont, S. Eſtienes 1n Forreſts, tor about one 
hundred and fifty thouſand pounds by year. 
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4. A great quantity of ſerges, which are 
made at Chalons, Chartres, Eftamines and 


* Rhemes, and great quantities of ſerges made at 


Amtiens,"Crevecoentr, Blicourt, and other towns 
in Picardy, for above one hundred and fifty 
thouſand pounds a year. 

5. Inbever, demicaſtor and felt hats, made 
i the city and ſuburbs of Paris; beſides many 
others made at Roven,Lions, and other places, 
for about one hundred and twenty thouſand 
pounds a year. 

6. In Kathers, belts, girdle, hatbands, fans, 
hoods, masks, gilt and wrought ooung ghar 


! ſes, cabinets, watches, pictures, caſes, medals, 


tablets, bracelets and other ſuch like mercery 
ware,for above one hundred and fifty thou- 
ſand poutids a year. 

7. In pins, needles, box-combs, tortois-ſhell 
combs, and ſuch like, for about twenty thou- 
ſand pounds a year. 

8. In perfumed and trimmed gloves, that 
are made at Paris, Ronen, Vendoſme, Clermont, 
and other places, ' for about ten thouſand 
pounds a year. 

9. In papers of all ſorts, which are made at 
Aitvergne, PoiFton, Limoſin, Champaigne and 
Normandy, for above one hundred thouſand 
ponnds a year. 

10. Inall forts of iron-mongers wares that 
are made in Forref#s, Auvergne, and other 
C.4 places 
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places, for about fourty thouſand pounds a 
car. 

: 11. Inlinen cloth that is made in Britainy, 

and Normandy, as well courſe as fine, there is 

tranſported into Exgland,for above four hun- 

dred thouſand pounds a year. 

12. In houſhold-ſtuff, conſiſting of beds, 
matreſles, coverlids, hangings, fringes of filk 
and other furniture, for above one hundred 
thouſand pounds a. year. gn 

' 13. In wines from Gaſcoigne, Nantois and 
other places on the river of Loyer, and alſo , 
from Bourdeaux,Rochel, Nante, Ronen and other 
places, are tranſported into Exgland for above 
tix hundred thouſand pounds a year. 

14, In aqua vitz, ſider, vineger, verjuice, 
and ſuch like, for about one hundred thou- 
land pounds a year. ... .. 

15, Infaffron,caſtle-ſope, honey, almonds, 
oltves,capers, prunes, and ſuch like, for about 
one hundred and fifty thouſand pounds a 
year. Wing 5.4; 

*16. Belides' five or fix hundred yveſlels of 
ſalt, loaden at Maron, Rochel, Bouage, the iſle 
of Oleron, andifle of Rhee, tranſported into 
England, and Holland, of a very great value. 
So asby this calculation, it doth appear, that 
the yearly value of ſuch commodities as are 
tranſported from France toOEngland,amount to 


aboyeſix & twenty hundred thouſand pounds 


And 
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And the commodities exported out of Eng- 
land into France,confilting chiefly of woollen 


. clothes, ſerges, knit ſtockings, lead, pewter, 


allum, coals, and all elſe, do not amount to 
above ten hundred thouſand pounds a year. 
By which it appears that our tradewith France 


1s at leaſt ſixteen hundred thouſand pounds a 
year, clear loſt to this kingdom : 


Whereby the King of France, finding it 
would prove to his loſs, to forbid the trade 
with England, ſoon laid aſide the delign;how- 
ever raiſed the cultoms of ſome of. our Ergliſh 
commodities, by which means the vent of 
thoſe commodities is very much leſſened and 


| hindred. 
Hereby it may appear how. inſenſibly our | 


treaſure will be exhauſted,and the nation beg- 
ger'd,whil'ſt we careleſly neglect our ow.nln- 
tereſt, -and ſtrangers bod are dilligent to 
make their advantages by us. 


— 
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But moſt of theſe evils would be eafily pre- Means to 
vented, if onely his Majeſty would be pleaſed rhe ee 
to commend to his pepple, by his own exam- chief, 


ple, the eſteem and value he hath of his own 


. commodities, in which the greateſt Cour- 
| tier may beas honourably clad, ,as in the beſt 


. 


_ dreſs, Paris, ora French Taylogncan put him 


in; beſides it ſeems to be more honourable for 
a King of Exgland; rather to become a pat- 
tern to his own people;than to conform to the 

| | | _ | humours 
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Expence 
in appa- 
rel to be 
count e- 
nanced 
under 


humours and fancies of dthefnations, eſpeci- 
ally when it is ſo much to his prejudice. 

is alone, without farther trouble, would 
be at leaſt ten hundred thonfand pounds a year 
tothe — of his people; for the Cour- 
tiers always endeavour to'mitate the Prince, 
being defirous to obtain his favour , which 
they can no way better do,than by approving 
his ations in being of like humour : and the 
Court being the copy that the Gentry ſtrive 
to write after, and the reſt of the people com- 
monly follow ; it appears of what great con- 


FR and advantage the good example of | 
a 


rince, is to the benefit of his people. © - 
And whereas it ſometimes hath been thought 
prudence ina Prince, to forbid and diſcounte- 
nance the excels of apparel in his 'Subjedts ; 
whereby many of the nobility themſelves have 


. ſome re- ruined their families, and moſt of the Gentry 
friffions. } ave been impoveriſhed; whereby the great 


expence and waſte of treaſure in that vanity 
doth appear: yetI conceive, ina convenient 
manner jt rather oughtto be maintained, and 
encouraged, onely obſerving theſe rules. 

Firſt, 'that' the vanity of the expence do 
not depend onfach commodities, as have too 
much of the'ſtthftance of gold, filver,or filk ; 
rar the publick treaſure is waſted and 
loſt, 

Secondly,that we impoveriſh not our ſelves 
ro 
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to enrich ſtrangers, by that unnatural vanity, 
in preferring foreign commodities though 


worſe, before our own, that are better. 


Thirdly,that the exceſs of this expence con- 


fiſt chiefly in the art, manufacture and work-" 


manſhip of the commodity made in our own 
countrey 3 whereby ingenuity would be en- 
couraged, the people employed, and our trea- 


ſure kept at home, fo as the Prince would be © 


nothing damnified by the exceſs : for the ru- 


ine of one would raiſe as much another of his 


Subjects 3 and money would thereby be more 
moving, which would be a great encourage- 
ment, and ſatisfaction to the people. * 

To name the particulars of ſuch commodi- 
ties as would hereby be increaſed, would be 
endleſs and needleſs, when in a word it is, 
whatever at preſent we purchaſe from abroad, 
which we might as well raiſe of our own at 
home. But ſome perhaps may fay, that this 
would deſtroy our trade abroad, for many of 
our commodities are vented, by the exchange 
of them for other commodities we bring home 
in return. 


I anſwer, it is no prejudice to loſe that trade 


which is a loſs to keep; and if our importati- 
ons of forein oomitien be of far greater va- 
lue than our own rtations, our treaſure 
mult needs be waſted to even the balance;and 


ſo our own people remain idle & poox, for the 


vent 
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vent of one thoufand pounds worth of com- 
modities abroad, is of little advantage to the 
people,if thereby they are hindred of the vent 
of two thouſand at home. 
The Iner- Wherefore theſe particulars conſidered, it 1s 
| + 4p evident of what great:concernment it is to a 
Increaſe Prince, to encourage and increaſe the trade, 
af, and manufaQture of his own people. And fo 
#ures much concerning trade at home. 
- og In the next place concerning our trade a- 
ple. -. broad with ſtrangers: agd this would alſo be 
56% encouraged, and increaſed by all means poſli- 
trade a» ble,and when any commodity is raiſed to the 
me ouy height it 1s capable of,it ſhould be free 
freely to for exportation, under ſo reaſonable cuſtoms, 
be expor-that the Merchant may afford his commodity 
"abroad, as cheap as others, or. elſe he would 
not be able to vent it. 

Secondly, all forein commodities that are 
what Uuletull, to improve our own manufactures and 
freeh 7 trade abroad, and cannot be raiſed here,ſhould 
preg, be brought unto us under eafie cuſtoms, the 

better to enable us at an ea(ie exchange, to 
vent our commodities abroad. 
#bart: T hirdly,all forein commodities whatſoever, 
be hin-" that are only uſeful to be ſpent within the na- 
. @edant tion, & that have already all their perfeQtion, 
prevent- . . . 
ed, as fruits,ſugars, wines, linen cloth,.laces, filks, 
| & what elſe can receive no addition here,,and 
arc not to be again tranſported, ; ſuch commo- 
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dities ſhould pay extraordinary cuſtoms, but 
ſhould not be forbidden to be brought in : For 


by this means, theſe commodities will be fo 


dear to the' people, that it will much wean 
them from ſo laviſh an uſe of them, as might 
otherwiſe be, and tor ſuch things as we are ca- 
pable to raiſe, it will much increaſe it of our 
own 3 whereby the State will raiſe a good re- 
venue, and the countrey fave their wealth, 
that would be waſtfully ſpent abroad, and fo 
increaſe our own manufactures at home. 
Fourthly, the increaſe of our land in any 


. kinde (except ſheep alive and mares) that 


have already all the perfeCtion that we can add | 
unto them ſhould be free for exportation, un-The ex- 
der reaſonable cuſtoms ; and of all things this berkes 
nation 1s capable to raiſe, there is not any one of erear- 
of ſo great profit, as the exportation of hor-7 _ = 
ſes, which of all commodities is of leaſt charge ; 
to be raiſed at home, and of greateſt value 
abroad. But to this may be many objeCtions. 06jefioms 
Firſt, that it will make horſes dear. 
Secondly, that the exportation of ſtone- 
horſes may be prejudicial, by furniſhing others 
with our <8) ; f wg 
Beſides, it may enable our enemies who 
may invade us, and we ſhall alſo weaken our 
ſelves by ſending away our beſt horſes ; with 
other ſuch like objeions. 
But to theſe it is anſwered, 
Firſt, 


ow 
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ſwered. 


——_ 
" > 


Firſt, as for the dearneſs of any thing we 
ſell to ſtrangers, the more money we get for 


it by how much the dearer it 1s; and the only 


way to be rich, is to have plenty of that com- 
modity to vent, that is of the greateſt value 
abroad; for what the price of any thing is a- 
mongſt our ſelves, — dear or cheap, it 
matters not ; for as we pay, ſo we receive,and 
the countrey is nothing damnified by it ; but 
the art 1s when we deal with ſtrangers, to ſell 
dear and to buy cheap; and this will increaſe 
our wealth, 

Secondly, to vent ſtone-horſes, would be 
of far better profit then to vent geldings 3 for 
that a ſtone-horſe will give far more money, 
with the ſame charge to us, beſides the loſs of 
many horſes in > i and as for any preju-. 
dice to our breed, I conceive it no danger, if 
mares be not tranſported ; for one horfe will 
cover twenty mares as well as twenty horſe 
may do : wherefore the increaſe of the horſes 
do nothing increaſe the breed; and in France 
where we ſhould beſt vent our horſes, they 
have always horſes enough,and of yery great 
value and goodneſs, ſufficient for ſtallions;but 
they have neither mares nor convemency to 
breed; for the contrey generally is all cham- 
pion, corn-fields, and vineyards, and alſo 10 
unſafe to venture any. cattel of fuch worth 


without ſtone walls to guard them, that ſaree 
a 
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all the ſummer, either horſe or cow is left a- 
broad 1n the night, without a guard ; beſides, 
if they could breed,the breed of it ſelf would 
prove degenerate,and ſoon be loſt, the coun- 
trey being naturally improper for it. 

As for enabling our enemies to invade us, 
I conceive there 1s but little danger in that. At 
preſent we have amity with all thoſe countries 
that defire our horſes, and if at any time it 
ſhould be found ſitting,to | airy the tranſpor- 
tation of them, the prejudice that might = - 

n by thoſe already tranſported, would ſoon 

e palt ; for of five hundred horſes that ſhould 
be tranſported, I verily beleeve in leſs than 
five years, there would ſcare be five remain- 
ing. 

Tet further, it doth not concern us to fear 
any ſuch power in our neighbours, we having 
no frontiers ſubject to ſudden incurſions , but 
our defence conſiſts chiefly in another ſtrength 
which is our ſhips at ſea, which ſhould they 
be inſufficient to guard us, I doubt the ene- | 
mies want of our horſes would be but ſmall 
ſecurity. DR” 

And as to the weakning of our ſelves, by 
ſending away our beſt horſes, whereby we 
may want for our own ulſe,this I concetve 1s a 
groundleſs fear , and wholly miſtaken for 
the good profit we ſhould make by afree vent 
of this commodity, wquld encourage every 1n- 
genious 


—_— 


32 ENGLANDS Intereſt 


—— 


a 


genious husband, to be well provided with 
what 1s ſo profitable 3 and every man would 
endeavour, not onely to increaſe his breed 
but alſo to be curious in the goodneſs of them; 
ſo as it will rather be a double advantage to 
us;for as by the profit of thoſewe ſend abroad, 


we ſhall greatly increaſe our wealth, and far” 


more by this means than by any other this 
countrey 1s capable of, out of its own ſtores ſo 


we ſhall alſo have more choice, and plenty of 


this ſo ſerviceable and profitable a creature, 

both for uſe and pleaſure. 
Concern- By the improvement of our trade as afore- 
.-— any ſaid, both at home and abroad, whereby our 
of money Exportations of commodities would exceed 
by ex- ourimportations,a very great & ſignal advant- 
mane age would acrue not commonly taken notice 
of,and it is the profit we ſhould then make of 
The preju- Our returning money, by bills of exchange, 1n 
_ which at this preſent we ſuffer an wavaluable 
loſs, for as it is ſaid before, our impoxrtations 
' exceeding our exportations, our coin & trea- 
ſure muſt needs be waſted to even the balance 
and conſequently-more money drawn by ex- 
change out of the countrey* than is returned 
back again;whereby we are forced to give far 
more than the intrinfick value of the thing, to 
receive our honies beyond the ſea, to ſupply 
our occaſions, the number being greater of 
thoſe that deſire to receive moneys abroad, 


than 
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then of thoſe that want it at home : for it is 
in this as in all other commodities, Where the 
commodity is {carce, and the vent great, the — 
purchaſe is alwaies dear; and the forein Mer- ,,q;,yt;. 
chant fi-Jing our neceflity, makes his advan- on ey. 
tage 1 21 us incredibly to our loſs 3 1o that/,,1,;; 
by thi: neans it alſo happens, that our coinr-aſn, 
and, b: .lion js tranſported 3 it being found 
more j.:ofitable then returns by exchange, tor 
the r-aſons aforeſaid : and our gold being of 
leſs value at home then it isabroad it hath been 0ur 8/7 
Wr - tranſfot- 
all conveyed away within theſe tew years:and ,,,14,6 
laws to prevent it ſhall always prove fruitlels, re./n. 
when it -1s advantageous to do it; there being 
means ſufficient .to be found to eticct it, by 
ſuch as ſhall find it profitable. 
Wherefore to make laws to hinder the  ex- Laws ts 
1 1 p 1 freven' if 
portation of coin or bullion, I conceive alto- Fraicleſ 
gether uſeleſs, : 
Firſt, becauſe it doth nothing prevent it 
where it is intended ; and Secondly, in ma- 
ny caſes it 1s moſt advantageous to doit, For 
in ſome countreys, ſome commodities are no 


way to be purchaſed at cheaper rates, . than 


_ by money 7» ſpecie : and if by the right or- 


dering and dilpoſing of our trade, our expor- 
tations did exceed our importations,in value; 
our coln and bullion would be daily increa- 
ied $ there being n9 other means to even the 
balance of tradc, 

1 And 
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Concern And here it may not be altogether impro- 
Ing our 


money and PET, tO ſpeak ſomething concerning our mo- 
coin. ney and coin, which 1s alſo a commodity as - 
well as the reſt ; in which theſe particulars are 
chiefly to be reſpected. | 
How Firſt, to conſder and examine 1f the gold 
—_— to ſilver, in England, be of the like propor- 
edinre- tionable value; as the gold to filver, in 
__ i? France, Spain, Hol/and,and other forein coun- 
tions, TTIEYS. 
Secondly, to conſider the allay of gold,and 
filver, in England, to that of other coun- 
«1 - Ry 
Thirdly, to conſider if the coin be of e- 
ual value, with the currant price of bullion 
the charge of coining onely deducted. 
Laſtly, how to order our coin, ſo as may 
be moſt honourable and profitable to the na- 
tion. | 
Tothe firſt, it doth appear that the gold 
in Ezgland doth not bear ſo good a value to ; 
filver as 1t doth in France, and other forein 
countreys 3 whereby all our gold is exported, | 
and not our ſilver. | | 
Secondly , the allay both of gold and fal- , 
ver in Ergland, 1s finer than in other parts; | 
which is rather a prejudice,thenan advantage, 
t giving no more in forein countreys, than | 
onely according to the weight by their ſtan- | 
dard, without conſideration to the pureneſs. 


Thirdly, 
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- - Fhirdly, (our coin: is not equal to the true 
value of the ſilver, the coinage onely dedu- 


| . Red; for by the imperfeftion of out mint, 
| the pieces of the ſame value are made fo va- 


rious, that ſome ſhillings will weigh fourteen 
pence, and ſome not- above etght pence ; 
which afterwards, being new weighed over, 
and culled by the goldſmiths, through whoſe 
hands moſt of our bullion paſleth, the hea- 
vy ones are picked out, and onely the leight 


' ones,and thoſe of under value, pals for currant; 


which is a moſt eminent abuſe and wrong to 
the publick. 


herefore laſtly, in prevention to theſe . 


© inconveniences, Firſt, our gold would be rai- 


ſed in proportion tofilyer, at lea(t equal with 

What it bears in France, and other countreys; 

and if it be deſired to increaſe, chietly, that 

ſpecies a {mall addition to the value will ſoon 
Ot, 

Secondly , the allay would be made the 7% in 
ſane, with that in other countreys of Exrope, _— 
with whom we chiefly traffick. mint and 

Thirdly, the abuſes happening by the 1m- ea * 

perfection of our mint, as light and falſe mo- How ro 


, : 11. * -_ order our 
ney in abundance 3 any 1l/-favoured and im-,;" 


perfect falſe ſtamp being hardly to be diſtin= prevens 
guiſhed from the true, might ealily be pre- mn: 9, = 
vented, by a more exact and curious ſtamp, ſes and | 
as may eaſily be made by the way of milling; "meme 


2 whereby 
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whereby not only the coin will be more beau- 
tifull, but allo more equal in weight,and much 
more difficult to be clipped and counterfeited: 
eſpecially if care be taken, to make the pteces 
large and thin 3 which will not onely ſhew 
more great and noble, but will many ways be 
more eaſe to be diſtinguiſhed from falſe, as by 
the ſound, ſtifine(s, weight and colour : it be- 
ing both ſo difficult, and chargeable, to coun- 
rerfeit money ſo formed, as few will hazard to 
undertake it, 

Cone nirs Next,in order toour trade abroad,and ſafe- 

__ 7 {y at home, our ſhipping and navigation is to 

1vi.ati- be conſidered; the increaſe and preſervation 

_ whereof, is of great concernment to the In- 
tereſt, ſafety, and well-being of this nation 3 
for which the late act for trade, by the late 
pretended Parliament, did wiſely provide, by 
ordering that no foreiner ſhould bring an 
continitiey hither, but what was the 82s 
of their own countrey ; Whereby the Ham- 
burger and Flemming, that run teens all 
the world over, were a little ſtayed from co- 
ming hither crowding ſo thick, with all fo- 
rein commodities as they were wont to do 
whereby little, or no employment could be 
found for our own veſlels ; every thing be- 
ing fo plenttfully brought hither by them ; 
and at cheaper rates, than we our ſelves eould 
tetch them. 


But 


| better manned than any other : but this be- 
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But ſome perhaps may object, that, Sure it 9%: 
was an advantage tO us, to be ſo cheaply and ©" 
plentifully ſtored with forein commodinies, 
when we cannot be ſo cheaply furniſhed by 
own ſhipping; for that we are at far greater 
charge, both in goodneſs of ſhipping, num- 
ber of our men, and chargeable maintaining 
of them more than others. 

I anſwer, It is true, that the fame commo- 7% 9%-- 
dity brought hither in any of our own vellels, ſwered. 
cannot be afforded ſo cheap as what might be 
brought by others; by reaſon indeed, that 
our ſhipping is much more chargeable, and 


ing rightly conſidered, it is rather an advan- 
tage than a prejudice to the publick 3 for, if 
commodities be thereby any thing the dearer, 
here at home, yet, we buy them-as cheap 
abroad as any otherzand all that others would- 
have gained of us by the carriage, will now 
be earned by our own people; and whatever 
it colts the - cat to the purchaſer here, is no 
prejudice to the publick, when our own na- 
tion receives the profit of it ; eſpecially it be- 
ing by the increaſe of that, in which conſiſts 
the greateſt honour and ſafety of the king- 
dom. Some might therefore think; that it 
might be of no leſs advantage, to forbid o- 
ther nations to fetch any of our commodi- 
ties, but to keep to our ſelves the bene- 
| D 3 fit 
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fit of the portage of them by our own ſhip- 
ing. | 

\ Diner, ſhould we do this, we can expect | . 

no leſs, but that other nations would do the | 


like towards us, whereby we ſhould. be very 


much prejudiced. 

F iclt in that we ſhould then loſe the ad- 
yantage which now we have, in bringing to- 
rein commodities home;and befides,we ſhauld 
perhaps, want the ventof our own commodr-- 
ties, which certainly will always fell beſt,wher 
moſt chapmen are found to buy them; fo 
as by how much the cheaper ey can tranſ- 
port them, ſo much the more they will be 


contented- to give us here 3 moreover, the | ' 


preateſt;. part our Manufactures, are of fo 
great yalue, and fo:.light of carriage, that a | 
{mall advantage inthe price, or a little bet- 
ter yent, will ſoon compenſate the loſs of the 
portage of them z. but indeed , if the Ham- 
burger-and Flemming, were prevented 1n the 
carriage of ſome of our more ſhaggiſh com- 
modines, as ſea-coal, lead, won, allum, fiſh; 


or the like, where the charge of the carriage 


many: tinies is greater ,- than the whole va- 


-Jue of the commodity it ſelf, this might 


poſhbly. increaſe ſomething our Navigation, 


. and yet hinder nothing the vent of thoſe 
. commodities, which others cannot at all be 


without; and we ſhall not much need to 
Ne: : 1 ae 
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fear their requiting us. in the ſame kinde ; 
for neither the Hollander , nor Hambuger , 
have any ſuch commodities of their own, 
as we need care to fetch; who are the onely 
nation, that employ themſelves in this kinde 
of trade. 

It may not alſo be improper, to reflect a & forein 
little upon the benefit this nation doth,or may _ "X 
receive by forein Plantations. 


I conceive, no forein Plantation ſhould be or : 


_ undertaken, or proſecuted, but in ſuch coun- te conj.- 


treys that may increaſe the wealth and trade #r*«in 
of this nation, either in furniſhing us, with arte 
what we are, otherwiſe forced to purchaſe -n47re- 
from ſtrangers, or elſe by increaſing ſuch com-};.,,* 
modities, as are vendible abroad ; which may 
both increaſe our ſhipping , and profitably 
employ our people; but otherwiſe, it is al- 
ways carefully to be avoided, eſpecially where 
the charg is greater than the profit, for we want 
not already a countrey ſufficient to double our 
people, were they rightly employed; and a 
Prince is more powerlul that hath his ſtrength 
and force united, . then he that is weakly ſcat- 
tered in many places. But, To deſcend to par- 
ticulars, viz. what commodities are moſt de- 
fireable and of greateſt advantage, and what 
countreys and climates are molt proper to in- 
creaſe them, would be too tedious to treat of 
here. k | 
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Concern- There yet remains ſomething to be faid 


ms 3!" concerning Merchants, aflociating themſelves 
affciat- 11 compamies; the benefit or prejudice where- 
FA _ of hath been often controverted, but ſome- 
wompaniesthing difficult to determine. 


It 1s true,Tt 1s oppoſed by many,concetving 


Ob;e&ions 


agairir. the free liberty of trade, would be much more 
7: obje- advantageous 1n the general, becauſe theſe 


ENS an- 
ſwered, 


compamies, keeping the trade to themſelves 
onely, will have what commodities are to be 
vented abroad at their own price, and at an 
nnder=value; none having occaſion 'to buy 
them but themſelves: wherby the workmen 
are many times diſcouraged, and* ſometimes 
nadone. And on the contrary, what commo- 
ditics are brought home in exchange, they 
{ell at what unreaſonable rates they pleaſe, the 
whole commodity remaining in their hands; 


whereby the people 1n general, are yery much 


danuwificd,and the companies onely'enriched; 
whereas, if the trade were free, onr. own com- 
modities having morechapmen, would fell at 
better rates, and what 1s brought home 1n re- 
turn, would be diſtrihuted at much cheaper 
prices amonglt the people. 


This is for the moſt part a trath, yet, rightly . 


con{idering the thing, it rather ſeems an ad- 
vantage 1n the whole, then the leaſt preju- 
diccs for indeed, as they make their profit at 
none, ſo they make no leſs advantage abroad; 

| tor 
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for the whole commodity being 1n their hands, 
they will make the moſt that can be made of 


. itz none having the like commodities to un- 


derſell them : and the like -advantage they 
have again in what they buy; whereby in 
truth,our own commodities are fold the dear- 
er to ſtrangers,and forcin commodities bought 
much the cheaper; when both would happen 
contrary in a free-trade; where-each will an- 
derſel'the other, to vent moſt; and alſo pur- 
chaſe at any rates, to- prevent the reſt : be- 


- ſides, many times the trade is wholly loſt, par- 


ticulars being often too weak'to maintain 
and undergo 1t, and there is nothing leſs of a 


commodity vented by a Company, than by 


fingle perſons :” for they will always furniſh; 
as much as the trade requires3 the more they 


vent, - the more'being their profit. Whereby 


it may appear, that Companies both vent our 
own commodities to'the beſt advantages and 
buy cheapeſt what we want from ſtrangers3 


andthe prejudice that may happen by them 


to the workmen, or home=chapmen,is fully re- 
compenſed by the clear profit'they return to 
the publick , of which they are members, as 
well as others. But if their particular profits 
be thought too great, 1t may be ſomething 
moderated by a free liberty, that every one 


that pleaſe, may be admitted of the Compa- 


ny, on fit and reaſonable terms. 
| In 
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What I Inthelaſt place, concerning the uſe of mo- 
meft pro- DEy 5 Which being the life and finews of trade, 
per robe jt-hath been the opinion of ſome that, The 


wed 


or the 
Hoo 


money. 


ter uſe were allowed for money, the more | 
would be the profit of the publick ; for that 
ſtrangers, finding a greater benefit to be made 
of their money here, then other where, would 
ſend-1t hither z; whereby money would be 
much more plentifull amongſt us. 
- Indeed, I ſhould be of their opinion, if as 
ſoon as by this means, . great ſums of money 
were tranſported hither, all their money 
ſhould be confiſcate to the publick ; but if 
otherwiſe, ſure jt cannot be denied, but the 
greater the uſe the more the profit to the uſu- - 
rer,and loſs tothe debter ; fo as in a few years, 
we. ſhould finde our ſelves fo little enriched 
thereby, that when the principal ſhould be 
again recalled, we ſhould find but little mo- 
ney left; all our own being waſted in uſe : 
wherefore indeed the true benefit to the pub- 
lick 1s, to ſet the uſe of money as low, orra- | 
ther'lower:than. in our neighbour-countreys | 
itis; for then they would make no profit out 


' of us, by that means; but'rather we on them. 


And it is the clear profit that we get out of our | 
own that will make this Nation rich ; and not | 
the great fums we are indebted to others. 


- Many particulars more might ſeaſonably be 


diſcourſed of, and this already touched, poſht- 
bly 


Rs 
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bly by ſome other might be more cxadtly and 


_ amply treated on; but theſe being the moſt 
. material things that I could call to memory, 


and moſt conducing (in my opinion.) to the 
—_— and proſperity of the Nation, 
an 


ject being ſo worthy, ſome other more skilful 
and knowing Pen, may be provoked to en- 


large it further. 


FI'NIS. 


conſequently to my preſent defign 3 I ſhall 
 fatisfie my ſelf with this Eflay ; hoping the ſub- 
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